
 

 

NIU Stands with Our DACA Students 

 

September 5, 2017 

Dear Students, Faculty and Staff: 

In response to today’s decision from the White House, I want to reassure our community 

that everyone at NIU is committed to all of our students and their educational pursuits, as 

well as to our employees, regardless of their immigration status. 

The Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program allowed undocumented 

immigrants who arrived in the United States as children to come forward safely to request 

(A) to remain in the country and (B) to receive work authorization. If granted, those 

allowances were good for a period of two years and subject to renewal if the applicants 

met a series of guidelines. Participants were not eligible to receive federal or state 

financial aid for higher education here in Illinois and were required to pursue other 

avenues to finance their education. 

Earlier today, Attorney General Jeff Sessions, on behalf of President Trump, announced 

the termination of the DACA program, stating that it will immediately begin winding down 

with limited renewals and no new applications for legal status being considered after 

today. As details and clarity emerge, we will update the FAQ page for our students and 

have staff available at both the Center for Latino and Latin American Studies and 

theLatino Resource Center to help our students understand and navigate information and 

options. 

Today’s federal action will understandably cause concern, confusion and even anger for 

many of our undocumented students, their families and the faculty, staff and students who 

are their advocates and allies. I want to be clear that NIU stands with our students, 

regardless of their immigration status. Moreover, we are committed to admitting and 

retaining students regardless of status or nationality. We will also continue to support 

undocumented students through privately funded scholarships; student support groups 

and faculty advocates; counseling and consultation services; academic and cultural 

resource centers; and Ally training on how to best advocate for undocumented students. 

 

http://www.niu.edu/undocumented/faq/index.shtml
http://www.niu.edu/latinostudies/
http://niu.edu/lrc/


NIU encourages our elected officials to reach a legislative solution quickly that enables 

each of our students and graduates to work, participate meaningfully in our society and 

contribute to the economic health of our state and nation. If you want your voice heard on 

this matter, engage with the student-led organization DREAM Action NIU to learn how to 

advocate on its behalf with state and federal legislators. 

In this dynamic time, undocumented students and employees at NIU might be shouldering 

fears about their future and families. They are deserving of your kindness, respect and 

encouragement.  

 

To our undocumented students: You belong at NIU. We want you here, and we are 

prepared to help you navigate how to continue on your educational journey. Continue to 

go to class. Refuse to let this action interfere with your goals. You are here to earn an 

education so that you can better yourselves: When you are educated, informed and 

engaged, you are just what our nation needs. Tap into the offerings and leadership 

available in our Resource Centers – they are welcoming to all students, faculty and staff in 

need of guidance and dialogue. 

NIU will continue to take measures to support and assist our undocumented community, 

and I encourage students, faculty and staff to continue to communicate with the university 

on important legal and social issues that affect these Huskies. Our commitment to being a 

diverse, inclusive and welcoming university will not waver. 

Go Huskies, 

 
Lisa Freeman 

Acting President 
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